A Model for Use in Setting Local Standards for Minnesota World Lanquages

Background
A Model for Use in Setting Local Standards for Minnesota World Languages reflects the
following beliefs:

* A K-12 articulated world language program should be available to all students.

* All students can learn and experience success in a world language.

* Learning to become proficient in a second language provides students with a real-life
skill and a broader worldview, both of which are important for students to become global
citizens.

* The primary goal of world language education should be real-life communication.

* World language is a part of the core curriculum as specified in the NCLB legislation.

* World language education develops critical thinking skills that support students’ learning
of other disciplines.

* Assessment of students’ language learning must reflect language proficiency and
communication as expressed in the locally developed and national standards.

A Model for Use in Setting Local Standards for Minnesota World Languages is derived from the
National Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21%' Century developed by the
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), commonly referred to by
language professionals as the “national standards” and the ACTFL Performance Guidelines for
K-12 Language Learners. (ACTFL, 1998). While this model for standards borrows from other
state frameworks for world language learning (such as Wisconsin, Virginia and Pennsylvania),
the model primarily used for A Model for Use in Setting Local Standards for Minnesota World
Languages comes from the Nebraska K-12 FL Standards because they reflect the variety of
language program models in Minnesota.

Primary Goals

The national standards set forth the five interrelated goals for language learning:
communication, culture, connections, comparisons, and communities. These are the same
goals and objectives that we believe serve well as a model for Minnesota districts in setting local
World Language standards

Goal One: Communicate in Languages Other than English
1.1 Students will engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express
feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions.
1.2 Students will understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety
of topics.
1.3 Students convey information, concepts, and ideas to listeners and readers for a
variety of purposes.

Goal Two: Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures
2.1 Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the
perspectives and practices of cultures studied and use this knowledge to interact
effectively in cultural contexts.
2.2 Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the
perspectives and products /contribution of the cultures studied.

Goal Three:  Connect with Other Disciplines and Acquire Information
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3.1 Students reinforce and further knowledge of other disciplines through world
languages.

3.2 Students acquire information and perspectives through use of authentic materials
in the world languages and from the cultures.

Goal Four: Develop Insight into the Nature of Language and Culture
4.1 Students recognize that different languages use different patterns to
communicate and can apply this knowledge to their own language.
4.2 Students recognize that different languages use different patterns of interaction
and can apply this knowledge to their own culture.

Goal Five: Participate in Multilingual Communities at Home and Around the World
5.1 Students use the language both within and beyond the school setting for a
variety of purposes.

A Model for Use in Setting Local Standards for Minnesota World Languages emphasizes that
learning a world language is a skill that must be developed over time. A common maxim among
states that support K-12 language learning opportunities for all students is: “Come early, stay
late” We believe that Minnesota children can significantly benefit from world language learning
experiences that begin early and continue on throughout high school.

As is the case with a sequential skill such as math or English language arts, the degree to which
a student acquires and is able to use a second language is dependent on an ongoing,
articulated effort. Currently a wide variety of language programs exist in Minnesota schools
providing students with different points of entry to language study. Varying program entry and
exit points, and time in language study mean that students progress through the stages of
language learning to proficiency at different education levels, different grade levels, and at

different ages.

A Model for Use in Setting Local Standards for Minnesota World Languages addresses these
differences by outlining progress toward the standards in three distinct stages of language
learning: beginning, developing and refining. The names of the three stages: beginning (Novice
level of the ACTFL Guidelines), developing (Intermediate level of the ACTFL Guidelines) and
refining (Advanced level of the ACTFL Guidelines) were chosen because they describe the
language learning process, as well as of a student’s level of proficiency.

Students entering at the beginning stage learn basic skills regardless of the students’ grade
level. A student at the developing stage will be able to use short phrases, and create simple
sentences, but still will not be considered proficient or fluent in any of the five goals using the
target language. Only students benefiting from a K-12 language experience will reach the
refining stage and be able to participate in the target language in analytical and higher-level
tasks similar to those in his/her core and other elective subjects.

This relationship of the proficiency level students attain in the various language programs
throughout Minnesota can be best portrayed by the graphic from the ACTFL Performance
Guidelines for K-12 Language Learners on the following page (page 3).
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Visual Representation of Anticipated Performance Outcomes As Described in the

ACTEL Performance Guidelines for K-12 Learners®
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The organization of A Model for Use in Setting Local Standards for Minnesota World Languages
into three stages- beginning, developing, and refining reflects the concept of language
development. Rather than segmenting the stages into specific grade levels such as 4, 8, and
12 as used in other frameworks, the organization of A Model for Use in Setting Local Standards
for Minnesota World Languages corresponds to the level descriptions in the ACTFL Proficiency
Guidelines and the K-12 Performance Guidelines.

The novice stage of the K-12 Guidelines (beginning in A Model for Use in Setting Local
Standards for Minnesota World Languages) is attained in either a K-4, a grade 5-8 or a grade
9-10 program. The intermediate stage (developing stage in A Model for Use in Setting Local
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Standards for Minnesota World Languages) is typically attained by students in K-8, grade 5-12
or grade 9-12 programs, while the pre-advanced stage (refining stage in A Model for Use in
Setting Local Standards for Minnesota World Languages) is typically only achieved in an
articulated K-12 program.

The model assumes that each performance level includes elements from the previous one and
underscores the belief that acquisition of a second language is a long-term process that should
be part of a student’s educational experience from kindergarten through grade 12. While A
Model for Use in Setting Local Standards for Minnesota World Languages includes a high
standard as an ideal, it aims to provide a model that can address the needs for standards
development for world language learning that reflects the current situation of world language
programs in Minnesota.
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