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Time Frame:  

15 – 20 minutes

Materials Needed:  

•  Short articles from newspapers or magazines with headlines removed   
(samples in German provided; the subject matter, length, and level of   
difficulty should be appropriate to the age, proficiency level, and   
interests of the students)

•  Headlines from articles printed on another piece of paper (samples in   
German provided)

Description of Task:  

Pre-reading task:

Each student is given copies of approximately 5 short newspaper articles 
on one page with the headlines removed.  Students are asked to skim the 
newspaper articles and predict possible headlines for the articles, thereby 
identifying the themes.  They should jot down the strategies they use to 
make their predictions (e.g., use of cognates).

During reading task:

The students are given a handout with the 5 headlines and, in pairs, they 
are asked to match the headlines with the corresponding articles.  The 
students are to underline all words and phrases in the articles that have 
helped them to complete this matching task.  

Match the Headlines
THeMe:   ANy

LANguAge:   ANy  (ger MAN)

STANDArD(S) :  CoMMuN iCATioN     CoMpAriSoNS   

      1 . 2       4 . 1

Level:
Novice-High to Intermediate- 

Low

Purpose:  
To skim for gist and key concepts

Communicative 
Function(s):  
Referential:  skimming text for 

gist

Language Structure(s):  
Cognates; other structures being 

studied can be emphasized de-

pending upon articles selected

Cultural Aspects:  
Articles that focus on a particu-

lar theme could be used for this 

activity

Modalities:  
Reading
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Post-reading task:

After the matching task is completed, two pairs of students join together to 
form small groups to discuss (in English) their work, compare their answers 
(both the predictions and the matching), and reflect on the strategies they 
used to complete the predicting and matching tasks.  Finally, the small 
groups share (in English) their strategies with the whole class.  The teacher 
shows a transparency containing the accurate matches, and students discuss 
their answers.

Assessment:  

The during-reading matching activity acts as an assessment of 
comprehension.  The teacher should pay close attention to the issues that 
arise during the small group and large class discussion of strategies.  This 
will help the teacher to assess reading processes; what are students focusing 
on as they attempt to complete the task?

extensions:  

Suggestions for adapting the task for various levels:

For beginning levels:
  
• Very short and simple articles along with headlines shown on the bottom 

half of the handout can be used.  

• Topics of the articles can differ significantly to facilitate the matching 
activity.

For advanced levels:
   
• Students can be given longer articles that focus on more difficult themes 

or controversial issues.  

• Articles that are similar in content can be selected, making the matching 
activity more complex.  

• Students can be asked to write a couple of questions in the target 
language about some of the articles.  

• Students can be given the articles and be asked to write the headlines; 
alternatively, students can be given the headlines and some key 
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vocabulary and structures and then be asked to create a short 
newspaper article to fit the headline.

Other extensions:

As a class, students can make posters of the five most commonly used 
skimming or reading comprehension strategies and display in the 
classroom.  The poster can be created in English or the target language.

Cultural extensions: 

•  Students can be asked to locate on a map the cities that are mentioned 
in the articles.

•  The class can discuss what the articles communicate about cultural 
attitudes with respect to the particular theme or topic chosen.  They can 
compare and contrast target and native cultural attitudes as reflected in 
newspaper articles about the same topic.

references and resources:  

Examples are taken from Bild, 4 Juli, 1988 and Steeler Kurier, 23 Juni, 1988.

reflections:

© 2006, Regents of the University of Minnesota. See final page for full copyright information.



© 2006, Regents of the University of Minnesota. See final page for full copyright information.



© 2006, Regents of the University of Minnesota.  These materials were created by members of the Minnesota Articulation Project and were edited by Diane J. 
Tedick.  Permission is granted to duplicate these materials for educational purposes.  Permission to reprint must be sought from the Center for Advanced 
Research on Language Acquisition.     
 
Originally published in Tedick, D.J. (Ed.). (2002). Proficiency-oriented language instruction and assessment: A curriculum handbook for teachers. CARLA 
Working Paper Series. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, The Center for Advanced Research on Language Acquisition.




